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INTRODUCTION 


THE AUTHOR 

Muhammad, son of Ishaq, son of Yas 3 r, was bom in Medina about 
a.h. 85 and died in Baghdad in 151.' His grandfather Yas 3 r fell into the 
hands of Khalid b. al-Walid when he captured 'Aynu’l-Tamr in a.h. 12, 

with a number of prisoners to Abu Bakr at Medina. There he was handed 
over to Qays b. Makhrama b. al-Mutfalib b. *Abdu Man&f as a slave, and 

name of their patrons. His son Ishaq was born about the year 50, his 
mother being the daughter of another freedman. He and his brother 
Musa were well-known traditionists, so that our author's path in life was 

al-Zuhri, 'Asim b. 'Umar b. Qatada, and 'Abdullah b. Abu Bakr. He must 
at the age of thirty he went to Egypt to attend the lectures of Yazid b. 

afterwards related traditions on Ibn Ishaq’s authority. 4 On his return to 
Medina he went on with the collection and arrangement of the material 
he had collected. Al-Zuhri, who was in Medina in 123, is reported to have 
said that Medina would never lack 'ilm as long as Ibn Ishaq was there, and 
he eagerly gathered from him the details of the prophet’s wars. Unfortu¬ 
nately Ibn Ishaq excited the enmity of Malik b. Anas, for whose work he 
showed his contempt, and it was not long before his own writings and his 
orthodoxy were called in question. Probably it was our author’s lost book 

of law based on the practice of the prophet that differences would be most 
keenly felt. He was accused of being a Qadari and a Shl'I. Another man 
attacked his veracity: he often quoted Fatima, the wife of Hisham b. 
‘Urwa, as the authority for some of his traditions. The husband was 
annoyed and denied that he had ever met his wife; but as she was nearly 
forty years Ibn Ishaq’s senior it is easily credible that they often met 
without occasioning gossip. It is not known whether Ibn Ishaq was com¬ 
pelled to leave Medina or whether he went away voluntarily. Obviously 
he could not have the same standing in a place that housed his chief 





Yaman, on aphorisms, on free will, and other matters preserved in part in 
I.H.’s K. al-Tijan we are not concerned; but the statement of Hajjl 
Khalifa that he collected the maghSzi is now confirmed by the discovery of a 
fragment of the lost work on papyri written in 228. Unfortunately this 
fragment tells us little that is new; nevertheless, its importance is great 
















































































































































































































































































The writers from whom some of the original can be recovered are: 
i. Muhammad b. 'Umar al-Waqidi, d. 207 

2 Abu’l-Walid Muhammad b. Abdullah al-Azraqi from his grand- 
' ^father (d^.220)^ ^ ^ ^ 

4. Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad b. Muslim b. Qutayba, d. 270 or 276 
5- Ahmad b. Yahya al-Bal5dhuri, d. 279 

6. Abu Ja'far Muhammad b. Jarir al-Tabari, d. 310 

7. Abu Sa'id al-Hasan b. 'Abdullah al-Sirafi, d. 368. 

8. Abu’l-Hasan 'All b. Muhammad b. Habib al-M5wardi, d. 450 

9. Abu’l-Hasan 'Ali b. al-Athir, d. 630 

10. Yusuf b. Yahya al-TSdali known as I. al-Zayy5t, d. 627 

11. IsmS'il b. 'Umar b. Kathir, d. 774 

12. Abu’l-Fadl Ahmad b. 'Ali. .. b. IJajar al-'Asqal5ni, d. 852/1449. 
For our purpose none of these has the importance of 'f. whose text 

rests on the ritvdya of Salama and Yunus b. Bukayr. Besides the important 

he it is who reports from I.I. the prophet’s temporary concession to poly- 

1. al-Waqidi. Only the Maghdzi has survived from the very large 

number of his writings. A third of it was published by von Kremer in 

1856 from a poor manuscript, and until the work has been edited its value 











































































































































































EDITOR I! 

























































































































































PART I 






IN THE NAME OF GOD, THE COMPASSIONATE 
THE MERCIFUL 

PRAISE BELONGS TO GOD THE LORD OF THE 3 
WORLDS AND MAY HIS BLESSING BE UPON 
OUR LORD MUHAMMAD AND HIS FAMILY, 

ALL OF THEM' 


MUHAMMAD’S PURE DESCENT 
FROM ADAM 




















side his mother Hagar (12). 

Muhammad b. Muslim b. 'Ubaydullah 
it 'Abdu’l-Rahman b. 'Abdullah b. Ka'b 

































































































































































lababi lababi’ mean ‘no matter’ in the tfimyari language (28). 
















































































































































Abyssinian (T- who was in his army) disputed his authority^ and the 

was about to begin, Abraha s^nt to Ary3{ asking him to avert the danger of 
internecine war and inviting him to settle the dispute by personal combat, 
the winner to be the sole commander of the army. Ary5{ agreed and Abraha 
went forth to meet him. He was a short fat man holding the Christian 













































































































































































































The Life of Muhammad 
Men thought the two kings had made peace 


Abu al-Salt b. Abu Rabi'a al-Thaqafi (51) si 


The day that they called to the barbarians ai 
•Cursed be he who runs away!’ 

•Twas a day of which the story remains, 

But a people of long established 1 dignity can 


'Adly b. Zayd al-Hiri, one of B. Tamlm 
What is there after San'3’ in which 01 


(T- When Wahriz had conquered the Yaman and driven 
iiians he wrote to Chosroes telling him of what had been d, 
him captured treasure. In his reply the king told him to a; 


became king, he being the son of Dhu Yaz; 


So drink your fill, wearing your crown, 















































III?!!! If 






















































were by another woman (83). 

t Quraysh got their name from their gathering together after 
separated, for gathering together may be expressed by 
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al-A'sha of B. Qays b. Tha'laba said: 6 



n m 
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Weapon in either hand full of vigour he rode 
Dismounting to fight the dismounted on foot; 

Charging he carried the enemy’s horsemen with him 
As the swooping hawk carries the partridge in its claws (95). 
Qusayy b. Kilab had four sons and two daughters: 'Abdu Manaf, 
'Abdu’l-Dar, 'Abdu’l-'Uzza, and 'Abdu Qusayy; and Takhmur and Barra. 
Their mother was Hubba d. Hulayl b. Habashiya b. Salul b. Ka'b b. 
'Amr al-Khuza'i (96). 

'Abdu Manaf whose name was al-Mughira b. Qusayy had four sons: 
Hashim, 'Abdu Shams, al-Muttalib, their mother being 'Atika d. Murra b. 
Hilal b. Falij b. Dhakwan b. Tha'laba b. Buhtha b. Sulaym b. MansQr b. 
'Ikrima; and Naufal, whose mother was WSqida d. 'Amr al-Maziniya, i.e. 
Mazin b. Man?ur b. 'Ikrima (97). 


While 'Abdu’l-I 
between the two idols of Quraysh, Isaf: 


ig in the sacred enclosure he had a 
dig Zamzam which is a depression 
- - the slaughter-place of 















































































































































































































































































































































according to what Ziyid b. 'Abdullah al-Bakka’i told me from Muhammad 
b. Ishaq. He said that 'Abdu Shams b. 'Abdu Manaf dug al-Tawiy which 

mad b. Yusuf al-Thaqafi. 

spur of Mount al-Khandama at the mouth of the pass of Abu Talib. They 
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the heavens. “Leave him then and go in peace,” she said.' 

to tell them about himself. He said: ‘I am what Abraham my father prayed 
for and the good news of (T- my brother) Jesus. When my mother was. 

they extracted a black drop from it and threw it away; then they washed my 
heart and my belly with that snow until they had thoroughly cleaned them. 

then a thousand, and I outweighed them. He said, “Leave him alone, for 


The apostle of God used to say, There is no prophet but has shepherded 
a flock. When they said, ‘You, too, apostle of God ?’, he said^'Yes.' ^ ^ 

It is 0 aneged b^som^ butGod knows the truth, that when his foster-mother 
brought him to Mecca he escaped her among the crowd while she was 

































































The cynosure of all eyes. 

Muhammad b. Sa'id b. al-Musayyib told n 
- ade a sign to the effect that he was satisfied wi 
t speak (i 19). 

Hudhayfa b. Ghanim, brother of B. 'Adly b. 1 


And the family of Qusayy, f 
Noble are his sons, both yot 
They have sprung from the 


ff 
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ABO TALIB BECOMES GUARDIAN OF THE APOSTLE 
After the death of 'Abdii’l-MuRalib the apostle lived with his uncle Abu 
Talib, for (so they allege) the former had confided him to his care because 
he and 'Abdullah, the apostle’s father, were brothers by the same mother, 
FSjima d. ‘Amr b. 'A’idh b. 'Abd b. 'ImrSn b. Makhzum (121). It was 
Abu Talib who used to look after the apostle after the death of his grand- 

Yahya b. 'Abbad b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr told me that his father told 
him that there was a man of Lihb (122) who was a seer. Whenever he came 

at them and tell their fortunes. So Abu T3lib brought him along with the 
others while he was still a boy. The seer looked at him and then something 
claimed his attention. That disposed of he cried, ‘Bring me that boy.’ 
When Abu Talib saw his eagerness he hid him and the seer began to say, 
‘Woe to you, bring me that boy I saw just now, for by Allah he has a great 
future.’ But Abu T^bb went away. 



n to Syria, and when all 
apostle of God, so they 



















































































































































































































































































































brought him the palm shoots he planted then 















































































































































































PART II 


















































































































































iiy 

























> family.’ 
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ABO BAKR ACCEPTS 
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PART III 




inions had left, the apostle stayed in Mecca waiting for 
were left but those under restraint and those who had been forced to aposta- 
he would answer, ‘Don't be in a hurry; it may be that God will give you 
When the Quraysh saw that the apostle had a party and companions 


al-Hajjaj; ar 
‘Abdullah b 


Mujahid b. Jubayr fi 


n standing there they asked h 


d perhaps to give th 
'Utba and Shayba si 


leaders of Quraysh. From B. 'Abdu Shams v 

of Rabl'a; and Abu Sufyan. From B. Naufal b. 'Abdu Manaf Tu'ayma 
b. 'Adly; Jubayr b. Mut'im; and al-Harith b. 'Amir b. Naufal. From B. 

'Uzza Abu’l-Bakhtari b. Hisham and Zam'a b. al-Aswad b. al-Muttalib; 
and Hakim b. Hizam. From B. Makhzum Abu Jahl b. Hisham. From 


m as befell his like, the poets 
haykh objected to this on the 















































































































































Life of Muhammad The Li f e °f Muhammad 

and laboured with them. They are one alongside the believers. The Jews of the B. 'Auf are 

of all men. The Quraysh emigrants the believers (the Jews have their religion and the 1 
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d brotherhood between his fellow emigrants ai 


:et his death. Ja'far b. Abu TSlib—the 'one of the wings’ who was to 
in Paradise—and Mu’adh b. Jabal brother of B. Salama became 
others (285). ^ ^ 

'Umar and ‘ItbSn b.^Malik brother of B. Salim . .'. b. al-Khazraj. _ ' 


grouped and he said with Abu Ruwayha. ‘I will ni 
apostle established brotherhood between us.’ So h 
and the register of the Abyssinians was linked with 
Bilal’s position with them, and this arrangement ci 


1 is companion would not die” and (truly) I have 
nyself or for my companion (to avert death).’ 
•Asim b. ’Umarb. Qatada al-Ansari told me that 


1. Makhzum and Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman 


his place; to which the apostle replied, ‘You 
e belong together so I will be your leader. 


clan of the helpers who ‘have taken up their abode (in the city of the prophet) 
and in the faith’.' When the apostle first came, the people gathered to 

the apostle thought of using a trumpet like that of the Jews who used it to 










































About this time the Jewish rabbis showed hostility to the apostle in envy, 351 
hatred, and malice, because God had chosen His apostle from the Arabs. 
They were joined by men from al-Aus and al-Khazraj who had obstinately 
clung to their heathen religion. They were hypocrites, clinging to the 
polytheism of their fathers denying the resurrection; yet when Islam 
appeared and their people flocked to it they were compelled to pretend 
to accept it to save their lives. But in secret they were hypocrites whose 
inclination was towards the Jews because they considertd the apostle a liar 

It was the Jewish rabbis who used to annoy the apostle with questions 
and introduce confusion, so as to confound the truth with falsity. The 
Quran used to come down in reference to these questions of theirs, though 
some of the questions about what was allowed and forbidden came from 
the Muslims themselves. These are the names of those Jews: 

From B. al-Nadir: Huyayy b. Akhjab and his brothers Abu YSsir and 
Judayy; Sallam b. Mishkam; Kinana b. al-Rabi' b. Abu’l-Huqayq; 
Sallam b. Abu’l-Huqayq Abu Rafi' al-A'war whom the apostle’s com¬ 
panions killed in Khaybar; al-Rabi' b. al-Rabi' b. Abu’l-Huqayq; 'Amr 
b. Jahhash; Ka'b b. ai-Ashraf who belonged to T a y’, of the clan of B. 
Nabhan, his mother being from B. al-Nadir; al-Hajjaj b. 'Amr, an ally of 
Ka'b; and Kardam b. Qays, an ally of Ka'b. 

From B. Tha'laba b. al-Fityaun: 'Abdullah b. Suriya the one-eyed who 





















































































































































































































































oimimt? 



































































































tlfilfi 


vent and when the news reached 
lod. 8 Rem ember God. Will you 


you have more right to hate them than they to hate you. ' 
meet you they say, We believe and when they go apart 
fingers against you in rage. Say, Die in your rage’, &c. 

Abu Bakr went into a Jewish school and found a good mi 
round a certain FinhSs, one of their learned rabbis, 
called Ashya'. Abu Bakr called on the former to fear i 
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isusii: 

































































































































































































































































































































HI illS 1 


































































































11 Ilf 





































0 B. Hashim, 
hammad.’ So 


Ghifari, had sent to Quraysh, as they passed by, a 
camels for slaughter, which he gave them as a gift, s 
to support you with arms and men, we will do so;' bi 
following message by the mouth of his son—‘You 
kinsman ought. If we are fighting only men, we are 
and if we are fiehtine God. as Muhammad alleges, 
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Mecca by a wall and 








































































































































































































































































































































































'Abdullah b. 


those who believed afterwards and migrated and strove along with you tl 




















































































































































33* The Life of Muhammad 

Of Khazraj b. Haritha b. Tha'laba b. 'Amr b. 'Amir , 


r the tribe of B. 
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Rapid-paced and long in flank, 

Leaving your people behind to be slain. 
Thinking only of escape when you should 
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iant chief they have, 



















































sag 








































































































































































































His help w 
'Asim b. 
Jews to brc 
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i bughath (589). He was quite sober and normal. “When the Muslims went out against Musaylima 
























































■ said: I found myself looking at the anklets 
panions, tucking up their garments as they 








































































Ill; 



Yahy5 b. 'AbbSd b. 'Abdullah b. al-Zubayr from his father from 'Abdul- 
“Talha earned paradise when he did what he did for the apostle (606)." 


ed QuzmSn. The apostle used to say when he was mentioned, 
igs to the people of hell.” On the day of Uhud he fought fiercely 
seven or eight polytheists single-handed, he being a stout 

ie Muslims began to say to him, “You have done gallantly, Quz- 
f good cheer!” "Why should I,” he said, “I only fought for the 
my people; but for thut I should not have fought.” And when 






























































































































































































































































































































402 The Life of Muhammad 

Za'urS’ b. Jusham b. 'Abdu’l-Ashhal; and 'Ubayd b. al-Tayyih2n (626); 

and Habib b. Yazid b. Taym. 3. 

Of B. Zafar: Yazid b. Ha{ib b. Umayya b. Rafi'. 1. 

Of B. 'Amr b. 'Auf of the subdivision B. Dubay'a b. Zayd: Abu Sufyan 
b. al-Harith b. Qays b. Zayd; Hanzala b. Abu 'Amir b. Sayfl b. Nu'mSn 

608 Aswad b. Sha'ub al-Laythl killed (627). 2. 

Of B. 'Ubayd b. Zayd: Unays b. Qatada. 1. 

Of B. Tha'laba b. 'Amr b. 'Auf: Abu Hayya, brother to Sa'd b. Khay- 
thama by his mother (628); and 'Abdullah b. Jubayr b. al-Nu'man who 

Of B. al-Salm b. Imru’ul-Qays b. Malik b. al-Aus: Khaythama Abu 
Sa'd b. Khaythama. 1. 

Of their allies from B. al-'Ajlan: ‘Abdullah b. Salama. 1. 

Of B. Mu'Swiya b. Malik: Subay' b. Hatib b. al-Harith b. Qays b. 
Haysha (629). 1. 

Of B. al-Najjar, of the clan of B. Sawad b. Malik b. Ghanm: 'Amr b. 
Qays and his son Qays (630); and Thabit b. 'Amr b. Zayd; and 'Amir b. 
Makhlad. 4. 

Of B. Mabdhul: Abu Hubayra b. al-Harith b. 'Alqama b. 'Amr b. 
Thaqf b. Malik b. Mabdhul; and 'Amr b. Mufarrif b. ‘Alqama b. 'Amr. 2. 
Of B. 'Amr b. Malik: Aus. b. Thabit b. al-Mundhir (631). 1. 

Of B. 'Adiy b. al-Najjar: Anas b. al-Nadr b. Qamdam b. Zayd b. Haram 
b. Jundub b. 'Amir b. Ghanm b. 'Adiy b. al-Najjar (632). 1. 

Of B. Mazin b. al-Najjar: Qays b. Mukhallad and Kays3n a slave of 

Of B. Dinar b. al-Najjar: Sulaym b. al-Harith; and Nu'm3n b. 'Abdu 


Of B. al-Harith b. al-Khazraj: Kharija b. Zayd b. Abu Zuhayr; and 

Aus b. al-Arqam b. Zayd b. Qays b. Nu'm8n b. Malik b. Tha'laba b. 
Ka'b. 3. 
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Tha'laba b. Fihr b. Ghanm b. Salim; al-Mujad hdhar b. Dhiyad, an ally from 
Bally; and 'Ubada b. al-Hashas, the last three being buried in one grave. 5. 
Of B. al-Uubla: Rifa'a b. 'Amr. 1. 

Of B. Salima of the clan of B. Haram: 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. Haram b. 
Tha'laba b. Haram; 'Amr b. al-Jamuh b. Zayd b. Haram who were buried 

Of B. Sawad" b. Ghanm: Sulaym b. 'Amr b. Hadlda and his client 
'Antara; and Sahl b. Qays b. Abu Ka'b b. al-Qayn. 3. 

Of B. Zurayq b. 'Amir: Dhakwan b. 'Abdu Qays; and 'Ubayd b. al- 
Mu'alla b. Laudhan (634). 2. 

The total number of Muslims killed including both Emigrants and 
An 9 3r was 65 men (633). 



Of the Quraysh from B. 'Abdu’l-Dar b. Qusayy who carried the standard: 
Xalha b. 'Abdullah b. 'Abdu’l-'Uzza b. 'Uthm3n b. 'Abdu’l-Dar whom 
'All killed; and Abu Sa'id b. Abu Talha whom Sa'd b. Abu Waqq3s killed 

(636) ; and 'Uthman b. Abu Talha whom Hamza killed; and Musafi' and 
al-Jul3s sons of Talha whom 'Asim b. Thabit b. Abu’l-Aqlah killed; and 
Kiiab and al-Harith sons of Talha killed by Quzm3n an ally of B. Zafar 

(637) ; and Aria b. 'Abdu Shurahbil b. Hashim b. 'Abdu Man3f b. Abdu’l- 
Dar whom Hamza killed; and Abu Zayd b. 'Umayr b. Hashim, &c., whom 
Quzman killed; and Su’ab an Abyssinian slave of his also killed by Quzman 

(638) ; and al-Qasi} b. Shurayh b. Hashim b. 'Abdu Man3f whom Quzman 61 
killed. 11. 

b TH ASad b Abdu ’•■' Uzz3 b - Qusayy: 'Abdullah b. Humayd b. Zuhayr 
Of B. Zuhra b. Kiiab: Abu’l-Hakam b. al-Akhnas b Shartn h 'Am, K 
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And to the hyaenas who made for their bodies (654): 

Abu Za'na b. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. 'Utba, brother of B. Jusham b. al- 
I’m Abu Za'na. Al-Huzam 1 takes me apace, 

'All b. Abu Talib (655): 

Al-Harith b. al-$imma 

Was faithful to his covenant with us. 

Black as darkest night, 

Seeking God’s apostle in what was happening there. 

'Ikrima b. Abu Jahl: 
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-fSIS 



















































































































































































reproeht (761). 1 
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They allege that when he i 
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Envied though they be, they 
Though they hold authority 
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hands of the Arabs when we are a people with a greater kingdom, a larger 

Syria while he leaves me the land of Sha’m.’ Syria with them meant 
land of Syria, 1 while what was beyond the Pass meant Sha’m. They said, 
of Sha’m? By God, we will never do it.’ At this refusal he said, ‘You will 

al-Mundhir b. al-HSrithb. Abu Shimr al-Ghassani, lord of Damascus. 

(T. via Salama: The apostle sent 'Amr b. Umayya al-Damri to the T- 1569 
Negus about Ja’far b. Abu Talib and his companions and sent a letter 

king of Abyssinia, Peace. I praise Allah unto you the King, the Holy, 
the Peace, the Faithful, the Watcher, 2 and I bear witness that Jesus son 

Virgin, the good, the pure, so that she conceived Jesus. God created him 
His breathing. I call you to God the Unique without partner and to 
for I am the apostle of God. I have sent to you my nephew Ja'far with a 

Whom there is no God, who has guided me to Islam. I have received 
your letter in which you mention the matter of Jesus and by the Lord 
of heaven and earth he is not one scrap more than what you say. We know 

and his companions. I testify that you are God’s apostle, true and con- 
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apostle agreed at 
Al-Zuhri said, 































































































pilgrimage (T. I poured out) abluti 


suffered severe pain. Sometimes he would put it over his face, at otl 
would take it off, saying the while, ‘ God slay a people who choose the 
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r. 'Amir’s mother was Makhshiya d. Shayban b. Muharib 
;ay Layla d. Shayban b. Muharib b. Fihr. 



\tmm in 
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